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will continue to have real and increasing con-
sequences to our social, economic, and na-
tional security if we do not begin to implement
scalable solutions soon.

| want to thank Senator HIRONO for joining
me in introducing a Senate companion bill,
and all of the Members of the House and Sen-
ate who have already cosponsored this legis-
lation. | urge the rest of my colleagues to join
us and to help us move this legislation forward
into law.

———
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Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of Mississippi Army Na-
tional Guard Sergeant (SGT) Daniel Ryan
Varnado who paid the ultimate sacrifice while
defending our great nation on May 23, 2005,
during Operation Iragi Freedom. SGT Varnado
was killed when his military vehicle was struck
by an improvised explosive device in Haswa,
Iraq. Also killed were Specialist (SPC) Bryan
Edward Barron, Sergeant (SGT) Audrey Daron
Lunsford, and Sergeant First Class (SFC)
Saburant Parker.

SGT Varnado was assigned to C Company,
1st Battalion, 1-155th Infantry Regiment, Mis-
sissippi Army National Guard, Biloxi, Mis-
sissippi. SGT Varnado, a Saucier resident,
joined the Mississippi Army National Guard in
November 2000.

According to a website created in his mem-
ory, SGT Varnado played baseball growing up
for Harrison Central High School in Lyman
until he graduated in 1999. He also played
baseball for Mississippi Gulf Coast Community
College while pursuing a degree in education.
SGT Varnado wanted to be a baseball coach.

The website’s author describes SGT
Varnado as the perfect husband, father, son,
and friend. He is also described as a person
with faith and a love for the Lord which kept
him strong in times of war. Additionally, the
author says he will be deeply missed.

The Army National Guard Readiness Center
in Gulfport has been named in honor of SGT
Varnado.

Mississippi Army National Guard Brigadier
General (BG) John Rhodes was the 1-155th
infantry battalion commander in 2005. BG
Rhodes recently said SGT Varnado will al-
ways be remembered along with those who
died with him.

“SGT Daniel Ryan Varnado, SPC Bryan Ed-
ward Barron, SGT Audrey Daron Lunsford,
and SFC Saburant Parker are remembered in
many ways, but we knew them as warriors
who represented something larger than them-
selves,” BG Rhodes said. “They operated in a
hostile environment and faced the dangers of
combat on a regular basis. Yet, if given the
choice, they would not have wanted it any
other way. They sacrificed their lives trying to
provide a better life for people who they did
not even know. This is who they were and
what they represented. They exemplified the
modern day Mississippi Riflemen. Stand Fast,
Mississippians! Stand Fast!”
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During Operation Iraqi Freedom, Lieutenant
Colonel (LTC) Andrew Robertson served as
company commander of Charlie Company, 1-
155th Infantry Regiment, MS Army National
Guard, Biloxi, Mississippi, serving operational
control under 2-11 Armed Cavalry Regiment
(ACR), U.S. Army. He says there were no
greater people than the Charlie Company sol-
diers who endured being in the most dan-
gerous and highest casualty area of operation
as part of OIF Il under Task Force 155 Heavy
Brigade Combat Team.

“In 2005, there were no greater Americans
than our fallen patriots, Charlie Company In-
fantrymen and their families. None greater.
This, | believe, America needs to know,” LTC
Robertson said.

SGT Varnado is survived by his wife, Shar-
on Shavers, and son, Kannon Varnado.

SGT Varnado’s sacrifice to protect our free-
doms will always be remembered.

——————
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Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Reverend John Beatty Kahl for his
25 years of dedicated service to our commu-
nity as an ordained minister.

Rev. Kahl attended Lenoir Rhyne College
where he graduated magna cum laude with a
triple major in math, physics, and chemistry.
As a driven scholar, he received the American
Institutes of Chemistry Award his senior year
of college and became a member of multiple
academic honor societies. While in college, he
enlisted in the Navy and went on to Officer
Candidate School where he was commis-
sioned as an officer.

After graduation, Rev. Kahl served his coun-
try for four and a half years as an officer in the
United States Navy. During his service as a
Submariner on the USS Key West, he felt God
pulling on his heart to pursue another career.
This calling led Rev. Kahl to attend Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, where he
graduated cum laude. He was ordained as a
minister on May 29, 1992 at Lenoir Rhyne
College. Now, he is not only the head pastor
at New Life Lutheran Church, but also the
principal at Christ the King Christian Academy.
He and his wife, Cindy, have two children,
Joshua and Lisa.

Rev. Kahl has shown immense commitment
to God and his country over the years. He is
a man of principled values and strong faith
who continues to embody the true meaning of
public service. It is my hope that he will re-
main an active leader in the community for
years to come.

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in hon-

oring Rev. John Beatty Kahl for his 25 years
of service to his community.
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Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of Mississippi Army Na-
tional Guard Sergeant First Class (SFC)
Saburant Parker, known to his friends as
“Sabot” (sab-oh), who paid the ultimate sac-
rifice while defending our great nation on May
23, 2005, during Operation Iraqi Freedom.
SFC Parker was killed when his military vehi-
cle was struck by an improvised explosive de-
vice in Haswa, Iraq. Also killed were Specialist
(SPC) Bryan Edward Barron, Sergeant (SGT)
Audrey Daron Lunsford, and Sergeant (SGT)
Daniel Ryan Varnado.

SFC Parker, a Foxworth native, was as-
signed to C Company, 1st Battalion, 1-155th
Infantry Regiment, Mississippi Army National
Guard, Biloxi, Mississippi. SFC Parker served
in the Mississippi Army National Guard for 16
years and served with the 155th Separate Ar-
mored Brigade in Bosnia. SFC Parker was
also employed as a loader operator at Angie
Lumber Company in Angie, Louisiana, and
wrestled on the weekends for Southern Cham-
pionship Wrestling. He was the 2004 cham-
pion of the cruiser weight division.

Major General (MG) Harold A. Cross, Mis-
sissippi Army National Guard Adjutant Gen-
eral, posthumously awarded SFC Parker the
Purple Heart, the Bronze Star and the Mis-
sissippi Medal of Valor during a memorial
service held at Hurricane Creek Baptist
Church in Hattiesburg. He spoke to the audi-
ence during the service and was quoted in an
Associated Press article.

“Once again we come together in a small
community to honor a soldier,” MG Cross
said. “lIt comes to mind that over 1.2 million
people have paid the ultimate sacrifice in our
228-year history that we might be free.”

Mississippi Army National Guard Brigadier
General (BG) John Rhodes served as the 1—
155th infantry battalion commander in 2005.
BG Rhodes recently said SFC Parker will be
remembered along with those who died with
him.

“SFC Parker, SPC Bryan Edward Barron,
SGT Audrey Daron Lunsford, and SGT Daniel
Ryan Varnado are remembered in many ways,
but we knew them as warriors who rep-
resented something larger than themselves,”
BG Rhodes said. “They operated in a hostile
environment and faced the dangers of combat
on a regular basis. Yet, if given the choice,
they would not have wanted it any other way.
They sacrificed their lives trying to provide a
better life for people who they didn’t even
know. This is who they were and what they
represented. They exemplified the modern day
Mississippi Riflemen. Stand Fast, Mississip-
pians! Stand Fast!”

During Operation Iraqgi Freedom, Lieutenant
Colonel (LTC) Andrew Robertson served as
company commander of Charlie Company, 1—
155th Infantry Regiment, MS Army National
Guard, Biloxi, Mississippi, serving operational
control under 2-11 Armed Cavalry Regiment
(ACR), U.S. Army. He says there were no
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